Early post-irradiation bowel obstruction managed by longitudinal serotomy.
Small bowel obstruction is an uncommon complication that can occur within weeks of pelvic radiotherapy. Probably due to acute inflammation and oedema of the bowel wall, it settles with conservative management. An instance of complete small bowel obstruction occurring 3 months after completion of pelvic radiotherapy is reported. The obstruction failed to resolve; careful longitudinal serotomy allowed the kinking in the bowel to be straightened and, at 1 year follow-up, there were no symptoms of recurrence.